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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Pollution Control Board

Ms. DorothyM. Gunn~Clerk
Iffinois PollutionControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100WestRandolphStreet
Suite11-5000
Chicago,IL 60601

Re: DocketNo. R-04-021
Revisionsto RadiumWater Quality Standards

DearMs. Gunn:

I appreciatethe opportunityto providecommentsto theIllinois PollutionControl
Boardon this importantissueto our community.

Sincerely,

David W. Tutterow
City ofBraidwood
HeadOperator
WaterandWastewater
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Suggestedcommentsto theillinois Pollution ControlBoard
R-04-021Modificationsto theRadiumWaterQualityStandard

Describeyourcommunityandwatersupply

TheCity ofBraidwoodhasapopulationof5,203 andis in NortheasternIllinois,
southofJoliet.Thepublic watersupplyis basedon 5 deepwells.

Describeyourcompliancerequirement

The City ofBraidwoodhasbeenin compliancewith theIllinois Environmental
ProtectionAgencyreguardingthemaximumcontaminantlevel for combinedradium226
and228for 10 years.Theion-exchangeplantwasbuilt in 1994.

Describeyourwastewatersystemanddischarge

TheCity ofBraidwoodhasbeenpumpingfrom thedeepwells for over 100years.
Thewastewaterplant hasbeenreceivinginfluentcontainingradiumsince1977.In years
priOrto theconstructionofthetreatmentplant,all homeshadseptictanks.

TheCityofBraidwoodtreatmentplant dischargesinto theClayPool drainage
ditchon thenorthsideoftown.

Supportfor theIEPA Proposal

Allows contiuationofcurrentpractice

Radiumis alreadybeingdischargedto streamsin Illinois

Thedischargeshavebeenin placefor manyyears

No increasein theradiumwill resultfrom theIllinois EnvironmentalProtetion
Agencyproposal
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Theissueof landapplicationofsludgecontainingradiumis not thesubjectof
thisrulemakingandshouldbeaddressedelsewhere

Informationprovidedby theCity ofJoliet demonstratesthatthelandapplication
ofsludgeposesno risk to futureresidentson theland

Thesafetyofworkersatthewastewatertreatmentplantsis adequatelyprotected

by existingfucilities andouremployeesarenot atrisk asaresultofradiumin the
influentor sludge

SupportaNumericalStandard

AlthoughtheIEPAhasproposedawaterqualitywithoutanumericalstandard,a
numericalstandardshouldbe established.TheIEPAproposalhasbeenmis-
characterizedasencouragingmoreradiumpollution andthisperceptionwill be
elimin~itedwith theimplementationofanumericalstandard.
Measurablelimits will respondto theconcernsofthoseresidentsofthestatethat
additionalpollutionwith resultfromtheapprovaloftheIEPAproposaL

Discussimpacton FishandWildlife

Nodischargerin Illinois hasreportednoticeableimpacton fish orwildlife from
radium~dischargedfrom wastewatertreatmentplants.

Supportlocaldecisionmaking

Watersuppliesandwastewatertreatmentplantsshouldbeallowedto maketheir
owndesicionsconcerningtheappropriatemethodofcompliancefor their
community.Standardsshouldbe establishedbasedon scienceandtreatment
methodsselectedby communities.

Support wiseuseofpublic funds

Theestablishmentofwaterqualitystandardsthateliminateexistingdischarges
will resultin theincresedcoststo communitiesnd theirresidentswithout
addition impactto theenvironment.




